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VERSATILITY WAS THE NAME OF THE
GAME IN LIGHTING AT NAB 2014: EV-
ERYTHING FROM LEDS TO PLASMAS
TO CONSOLES, ALL SERVING VARIOUS
LEVELS OF PRODUCTION. MANY UNITS
WE FIRST IDENTIFIED BACK IN PRO-
TOTYPE FORM LAST YEAR. ONE OF OUR
FAVORITES, A NEW LED FROM SUMO-
LIGHT WITH ULTRA-HIGH COLOR REN-
DITION, CHECKS IN AT LESS THAN 12
POUNDS.

HIVE'S POTENTIALLY GAME-CHANG-
ING NEW PLASMA-TECHNOLOGY BEE
FLOODLIGHT HAD PLENTY OF FOLKS
BUZZING AROUND ITS BOOTH, WHILE
CINEO’'S NEW MAVERICK MAY WELL
PROVE IRRESISTIBLE TO COMPANIES
MAKING MULTIPLE-LOCATION MOVES
- THE UNIT IS CONFIGURABLE WITH
ANY COMBINATION OF AC POWER,
A/B AND/OR V-LOCK BATTERIES AND
LOCAL AND OPTIONAL DMX CONTROL,
AND IT OFFERS SUPERB COLOR RENDI-
TION THANKS TO ITS REMOTE PHOS-
PHOR TECHNOLOGY.

HOWEVER, WHEN THE JUICE WAS
CRANKED UP ALL THE WAY IN NAB’'S
SOUTH HALL, WE INEVITABLY FLOCKED
TO A SUPER-SECRET SHOWING OF
LITEPANELS' NEW ASTRA 1x1, WHICH
MORE THAN SURPASSED THE HYPE.
THE FIRST DAYLIGHT-TO-TUNGSTEN
TUNABLE COLOR LED IN THE COMPA-
NY'S LINE, IT ALSO FEATURES A RE-
MOVABLE (AND SUPER-QUIET) FAN TO
HELP COOL THE UNIT'S ASTONISH-
INGLY BRIGHT OUTPUT.
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Photon Beard Platinum Blonde

Peter Daffarn, Managing Director for Photon Beard, was really amped up
at this year's NAB - and with good cause. The company first HMI-focusable
floodlight, the Platinum Blonde, was ready to launch.

“It actually took two years to get this baby ready,” Daffarn boomed. "A
while ago, we were sitting with our U.S. dealer, Maccam, in Los Angeles,
discussing ideas for new products, and it was actually their idea to try and fit
a 1200-watt HMI lamp into our 2KW Blonde housing. The first attempt was
surprisingly successful, if completely unusable as a production unit, but it did
at least prove that a 1200-watt HMI lamp would fit, power up and provide a
useful light output.”

Daffarn says that initial attempt revealed several issues, not least of which
was the heat removal from the lamp, which was causing premature lamp
failure after just a few short hours. “Following many hours of reflector design,
testing, and redesign,” he continues, “we determined that the unit must operate with passive cooling, because cooling this type of light with
a fan is completely unacceptable.” Once they addressed the need to safely remove’UV radiation and hot re-strike acceptability, they had
their light.

The result is a highly energy-efficient 1200-W HMI linear lamp in open-face format that is ideal for applications where raw output is
required. It can easily be powered from any domestic supply, which means no special ancillary power provision is required.

“The quality of the beam is far superior than we initially anticipated,” Daffarn adds, “as this type of light would normally be bounced off a
ceiling or through a silk to soften the beam. However, if required, Platinum Blonde can be used as that direct source, and its unique ability
to focus eliminates the need to fit lenses. You can have spot, medium or flood at the turn of a focus knob."

Pricing for Platinum Blonde is $5,000.

www.photonbeard.com

Hive BEE

Is plasma the lighting technology of the future?
Hive certainly thinks so. The company debuted its new
plasma floodlight, which features a tunable Daylight
Dial that allows the user to adjust color temperature
between 4600 and 7000 K with a flick of the wrist. In
fact, Local 600 DP Sean Conaty, recalls being stuck
in a scene where the actor walked from a daylight
exterior to a semi-silhouette interior. "I needed to lift
the interior to get the exposure I wanted ; only , we
were in a very tight space with limited power,” he says.
“The Bee was the perfect solution for its size, low heat
and small power draw.”

According to Hive's Chief Product Officer, Jon
Edward Miller, the BEE is the first “open face " - style
plasma light. “It's evocative of traditional ‘redheads’ but
with greater output using only 276 watts,” he explains.
‘It has a unique reflector system that creates a bell
curve of output distribution focusing a majority of the
light in the center 50 degrees, then evenly tapering the
output to a full 100- degree flood.”

The BEE, which weighs only 10 pounds can replace
1000W tungstens and 400W HMI open- face lamps as LT Ak
well as 600W fluorescents and 400W LEDs. It's flicker-
free up to 225,000,000 fps with a 10,000-hour bulb life.

Pricing for BEE is $1,995.

P

www.hivelighting.com
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